
 

 
YEAR 2 CURRICULUM OVERVIEW 

 
Autumn 1: September 2018: Pirates Topic 
 

Dear Parents/ Carers 

During this half term, the following topics will be studied in your child’s class. I hope that this 

information, together with some ideas for working with your child at home, will both keep you up to date 

with what your child is doing in school and also help you to support your child’s learning. 

 

Subject Work covered in school Ways you can help your child at 

home 

Religion 

 

 

Domestic church/ Family – New beginnings 

 The Creation story. Why we were made. 

  

Reconciliation/ Inter-relating – Rules 

 God gave us rules to follow, to be sorrow for doing wrong 

and not following the rules. The Sacrament of Reconciliation 

grants pardon and peace. 

 Discuss questions with them 

such as: Why are some 

beginnings easy and some 

difficult? Will there be many 

beginnings in my life? 

 What do we do to show we 

are sorry? 

Literacy 

 

 

 

 Character description – describing a character using interesting 

adjectives, expanded noun phrases, conjunctions and similes. 

 Diary writing/recount – past tense, first person, adverbs of time, 

chronological order, details of specific people/events. 

 Information text – contents page, photos or pictures with captions, 

index, glossary, subheadings, non-chronological order, conjunctions 

 Children will learn to identify the different functions of sentences; 

statements, questions, commands or exclamations. They will learn to 

punctuate their sentences correctly with capital letters, full stops, 

question marks or exclamation mark. 

 Children will also read and study a variety of fiction and non-fiction 

texts that relate to their topic. In addition, they will learn different 

spelling patterns, spelling strategies and grammar. 

 Read a wide range of texts 

and discuss. 

 Practise spellings. 

 Ensure that your child reads 

their reading book every 

night and records it on their 

reading card. 

 Discuss the various 

characters in your child’s 

reading books. 

 Use a dictionary together to 

find spellings quickly and 

easily. 

 Read non-fiction books and 

discuss the function of the 

contents page, glossary and 

index. 

Numeracy 

 
 

Topics: 

Number and place 

value 

Addition  

and Subtraction 

 Count in steps of 2,3 and 5 from 0, and in tens from any number, 

forward and back. 

 Read and write numbers to at least 100 in numerals and words. 

 Recognise the place value of each digit in a 2-digit number (tens and 

ones). 

 Compare and order numbers from 0-100 using <  > signs. 

 Recall addition and subtraction facts for numbers up to 20 and use 

related facts up to 100. 

 Recognise and use the inverse relationship between addition and 

subtraction to check calculations and solve missing number problems 

 Add and subtract numbers mentally and using concrete objects or 

pictorial representations. 

 Know 2, 5 and 10 times tables. 

 Help your child to identify 

patterns and sequences in the 

number system. 

 Practise times tables on a 

weekly basis. 

 Practise simple addition and 

subtraction when shopping. 

 

Science 

 

Uses of everyday materials 

 Identify and name a variety of everyday materials such as wood, 

plastic, metal, glass, water and rock. 

 Identify and compare the suitability of a variety of everyday 

materials for particular uses. 

 Describe the simple physical properties of a variety of materials. 

 Discover how solid objects made from some materials can be 

changed by squashing, bending, twisting and stretching. 

 Working scientifically by identifying and classifying materials 

according to their properties, and observing closely using simple 

equipment. 

 Allow your children to 

explore the different 

materials around the house so 

they become familiar with 

them. 

 Help your child to describe 

these materials as hard/soft, 

rough/smooth, stretchy/stiff, 

bendy/not bendy, shiny/dull, 

opaque/transparent. 

 

 



ICT 

 

 Careful and respectful use of technology and online services. 

 Keep eSafe, know how to seek help and keep personal details private 

 Plan, create, debug and explain algorithms supported by logical 

reasoning.  

 Discuss safe and respectful 

use of the internet and 

technology with your child. 

Geography 

 

Using and making maps/location knowledge 

 Name different types of maps and identify the features. 

 Name the four points of a compass then use and follow simple 

compass directions. 

 Use an atlas to locate the four countries of the UK, capital cities, key 

places, seven continents and five oceans. 

 Plan a simple route around the local area using key vocabulary and 

sketch a simple map of the route. 

 Research the local area 

 Help your child to understand 

the compass directions of 

North, South, East, West. 

History 

 

Significant historical people – Famous Pirates 

 Captain Blackbeard (Edward Teach); Captain William Kidd; Black 

Bart (John Roberts); Calico Jack (John Rackham); Anne Bonny and 

Mary Read; Sir Henry Morgan. 

 Understand what makes a person significant in history. 

 Have an understanding of the chronology of the historical periods in 

which the explorers lived. 

 Recall some key facts about the experiences of these pirates. 

 Compare and contrast similarities and differences between them. 

 Research famous pirates 

using the library and internet. 

Design 

Technology 

 

Explore different materials that can be recycled and use these to make 

their own material monster. 

 

 Allow your children to 

explore the different 

materials around the house so 

they become familiar with 

them. 

 Design a poster about 

recycling certain materials. 

PE 

 

Games 

 Throw, catch, bounce in different ways when standing still/on the 

move. 

 To choose and apply skills to make up games. 

 To describe a game and teach it to a partner. 

 To play co-operatively and competitively. 

 Discuss fair play and tactics. 

 Play outdoor ball games, 

especially ones that involve 

throwing, catching and 

striking. 

 

Art 

 
 

Ship paintings/Maritime art 

 Use a range of materials creatively to design and make a product. 

 Practise skills in drawing and painting to share their ideas and 

imagination and develop a range of art and design techniques. 

 Research the work of artists Fitz Henry Lane Salem Harbour and JC 

Dahl Entrance to Copenhagen 

 Practise drawing objects 

around the house using detail. 

 

 

 

Key dates 

P.E. Day: Thursday 

Homework:  

Reading: Your child will come home every evening with a reading book and reading record. Please listen to your 

child read their book and make a comment in their reading record. 

Spellings Your child will receive his / her spelling list for the week on Monday.  The test is on Friday; please 

encourage and assist your child any way you can in learning these words. 

Maths / Literacy: One piece of work a week for literacy, spelling practice and numeracy will be given out on 

Friday to be returned to school on Wednesday of the following week. 


